
This year has been a year of challenges and achievements at 
Catalyst, proving the resilience, creativity, and dedication of 
our team at every turn. We are proud to reflect on the 
progress we have made this year.

2025 Newsletter

The following pages highlight the remarkable efforts of 
our teams and show how much we have accomplished 
with limited resources, demonstrating creativity, 
dedication, and passion at every turn. With your 
support, we can continue to make Catalyst a centre of 
innovation, curiosity, and pride for generations to come.

2025 began with a major milestone: a fully leak-free roof 
on our historic building, made possible through support 
from Halton Borough Council and the Arts Council. 

The year then brought unexpected hurdles. In January, 
the old building’s boiler failed, and in April our main lift 
went out of service until early July, limiting disabled 
access to parts of the building, and on the first day of 
October half-term a flood closed the Interactive Gallery, 
our main attraction to families with young children. 

Yet throughout it all, our teams continued to deliver 
engaging programmes, hands-on learning and warm 
hospitality. Their creativity, persistence and teamwork 
ensured visitors still experienced the very best of 
Catalyst.

The Editorial Team:
Diana Leitch, Judith Wilde, and Heather Beisly



Through Synergy, we will:
• Transform our heritage galleries into interactive, multi-sensory, 

free-flowing spaces which tell the story of the local chemical 
industry and how it has shaped the landscape, culture and 
people of this area.

• Digitise our archive of over 100,000 historical artefacts and 
records, making them more accessible to the public than ever.

• Enhance our education programmes through new heritage 
activities to complement our existing Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Maths (STEAM) offer. 

• Reach wider audiences through an exciting programme of 
community activities and events.

Back in 2024, we were
delighted to be awarded £1 
million from The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund to deliver the 
Synergy Project – an exciting 
programme of works which aims 
to make our heritage accessible 
to both existing and new 
audiences, in an engaging and 
meaningful way.

We are pleased to say that work on the project is now underway, 
with three new project staff joining the team at Catalyst: Hannah 
Jones as Project Manager, Lauren Green as Project Assistant, and 
Heather Royle as Volunteer Coordinator. 
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An exhibition showcasing some of the designs for the new 
galleries will be on display from December 2025 – March 2026 for 
anyone interested in seeing what we’ve got planned! 
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The Synergy 
Project



Throughout the summer our Education Team provided opportunities 
for the public to learn about and view the Elephant’s Toothpaste 
chemical reaction. Shown here are the Mayor of Halton (second from 
left) and a group of school children watching the experiment from a 
safe distance, performed by Lucinda, Education Manager.

Thanks to the incredible support of Dr Barrie Pennington and The 
Granada Foundation, and our talented partners UrbanCanvas, this 
summer we unveiled a giant anamorphic pavement artwork 
outside Catalyst - a stunning optical illusion of the famous 
elephant’s toothpaste experiment. The piece transforms a flat 
surface into a 3D eruption of foam from a super-sized conical flask.

Amazing chemical reaction 
erupts outside Catalyst!

The project launched with a special event 
attended by the Mayor of Halton, and local 
community members and students. 
This installation matters because it is free 
and accessible: anyone can enjoy this 
science-inspired art, even outside our 
opening hours. Props, live demos, and 
optical illusion science busking enhanced 
the experience over the summer.

This project reflects Catalyst’s mission to 
inform, educate, and inspire everyone 
about the relevance of chemistry, not just 
those who visit our building. 
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Overall, we had 1192 recorded visitors – our best year ever!

Heritage Open Days a 
Huge Success

Commemoration of Sir Edward Frankland
Our first Exhibition of the year
In January 2025, Catalyst celebrated the 200th anniversary of Sir Edward 
Frankland, born 18 January 1825 in Catterall near Lancaster. Curated by 
Trustee Dr Diana Leitch, the exhibition covered his early life, the naming 
of Helium, his work on London’s water system, and his foundational 
contributions to organometallic chemistry and valence. It also 
highlighted his roles as the first Professor of Chemistry at Owens 
College, Manchester, and as President of the Chemical Society.

Frankland’s fondness for Norway and Switzerland was noted, including 
his night atop Mont Blanc. Several relatives visited and one sponsored 

the Helium element on Catalyst’s 
Interactive Periodic Table in his 
memory.

Shortly before the exhibition 
closed, 43 INEOS/Inovyn senior 
managers visited, including CEO 
Geir Tuft, who took special 
interest in Frankland’s 
Norwegian links as he himself is 
Norwegian.

During Heritage Open Days in 
September, hundreds of photos were 
exhibited, the display showcasing just a 
small portion of the rescued photos 
from the former Weston Point Studios.

The photos, spread over all parts of the 
museum, sparked memories, reunions 
and plenty of laughter over 80s 
spectacles and hairstyles. In the 
Observatory, guests were also invited to 
help identify faces in our ICI apprentices 
project, displayed on the “washing line.” 
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Chemistry at 
Work Week

From 28- 31 January 2025,
Catalyst proudly hosted
our annual Chemistry at 
Work Week, generously 
sponsored by the Institution 
of Chemical Engineers (IChemE) 
and Lanxess.

This year, 356 KS3 pupils met 
industry representatives from

Catalyst received “high 
commendations” in the 
category “Training and 
Development Award”
at the 2025 IChemE 
Global Awards for this 
amazing programme. 

IChemE Award

Local chemical companies, including the Chemical Business 
Association, Ramboll, United Utilities, Viridor and 2M. Chemistry at 
Work gives students a hands-on look at how the science they learn in 
the classroom powers real-world industry. The event introduces 
pupils to the wide range of careers in chemistry and STEM, inspiring 
them to explore separate sciences and 
consider future opportunities in the sector.

Over four days, regional schools explored 
Catalyst’s galleries and education spaces. 
Students worked in groups, met industry 
professionals, and took part in short practical 
experiments, deepening their understanding 
of how STEM connects to everyday life and 
exciting career paths.

Thanks to our generous sponsors, the event is 
free for schools. 92% of students said the 
week helped them discover a wider range of 
chemistry careers, and 86% felt that science 
is something anyone can succeed in.

We’re looking forward to 2026! Next 
year’s Chemistry at Work Week runs 
from 27th to 30th January and will be 
sponsored by IChemE and the Royal 

Society of Chemistry (RSC).
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In the last year…

4200 attendees 
We welcomed into the museum more than 

at 

on school holidays and weekends. 
280 workshops and shows 

Our education team delivered over

30 unique topics 
for hands-on STEM workshops and shows from 
Catalyst Cluedo to Bubble Trouble to Operation Earth.

Teacher Taster Day

Our recent Teacher Taster Day 
was a great success, welcoming 
61 participants in total: 30 adults 
and 31 children. Among them 
were 18 teachers, representing 
14 different schools, with only 5 
attendees having visited us 
before, making this a valuable 
opportunity to engage with new 
educators. Overall, the event 
provided a strong platform for 
connection, exploration, and 
feedback as we continue to 
grow our educational offer.

D/deaf workshops - 
BSL interpreted 
Science Shows and 
Workshops! 

Brought to you in partnership with The Deafness Resource Centre 
and funded by the Royal Society of Chemistry. 

This amazing project has been created as a pilot project to make our 
family workshops and shows more accessible to D/deaf adults, 
children and their families. 
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Museum 
Culture Event

Behind the Iconic Shots:
Ian Tilton on the Stone Roses

On Wednesday 16th July we were excited to host a Stone Roses event 
with band photographer Ian Tilton.  The iconic 1990 Stone Roses 
Concert on Spike Island very much close to our hearts and our 
museum!  Cultivate Halton launched their first event and chose us as 
the most appropriate venue.  

During the afternoon and early evening this free event attracted 
many fans of the band and who listened to a most engaging 
interview with Ian and Louise Nulty, Culture Officer for Halton 
Borough Council.  Live music provided by a local Widnes group 
playing some of the band hits.  An exhibition of Ian’s work 
was available to view in the Observatory.
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to our Education Assistant Ylenia, 
who created the workshop.

Through hands-on experiments, 
participants explored UV-reactive 
materials, the chemistry behind 
suncare products, and why 
sunscreen matters even on cloudy 
days. Sessions also covered 
common myths, correct application, 
label information, careers in sun 
protection science, and simple 
product testing using UV beads.

To mark the workshop launch, 
Catalyst introduced a UV photo 
booth as part of a regional 
campaign addressing rising skin 
cancer rates in the North West. 
Throughout August and September, 
the booth showed staff and visitors 
how well they had applied 
sunscreen, revealing unprotected 
areas and how quickly sunscreen 
wears off.

Launch of Catalyst’s New “Sun 
Protection Scientists” Workshop 
and UV Awareness Campaign

In August, Catalyst launched its new Sun 
Protection Scientists workshop, inviting 
families from across North-West England and 
beyond to explore the science of sun safety. 
Supported by industry partners including 
Boots Soltan, Cheshire and Merseyside Cancer 
Alliance, Croda, the CTPA, Global Cosmetic 
Developments, Symrise Ltd, Tancream, THG 
LABS and The Cosmetics Cluster UK, the

Sponsored by Cheshire and 
Merseyside Cancer Alliance 
through Halton and St Helens 
Voluntary and Community 
Action, the UV booth formed a 
key part of the twice-daily Sun 
Protection Scientists 
workshops, now a regular 
feature of Catalyst’s public 
education programme.

workshops encouraged young people to investigate how UV rays 
affect skin and how sun protection works. We are especially grateful
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Community Generosity Helps 
Catalyst Acquire New Scanners

Thanks to the generous 
support of Widnes Rotary Club 
and Frodsham Rotary, Catalyst 
can now digitise even more of 
our heritage collection- books 
and photographs which were 
previously too large to capture-
with two new A3 scanners. The easy-
to-use flatbed scanners are a great 
hit with our volunteers!

The arts group Contemporary Threads 
recently held a successful exhibition at 

Catalyst, showcasing their unique 
approach to creating art using textiles 

as their medium. Taking surprising 
inspiration from the structured world 
of science, their exhibited works were 
based on the scientific periodic table, 
demonstrating an imaginative fusion 

of art and chemistry. Following the 
show, the group generously donated 
several of their pieces. These vibrant, 
science-inspired artworks will grace 
our education department corridor, 

therefore, enriching the learning 
environment for visitors and staff alike.

Periodic Table Art Given to Catalyst

2025 Liverpool City 
Region Tourism Awards

We are thrilled to be 
shortlisted in the Small 

Visitor Attraction of the Year 
category!
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To the Rescue: The Incredible Recovery 
of the Weston Point Studios Archive
This year we completed the most significant heritage rescue in 
recent Catalyst history: the recovery of the long-forgotten Weston 
Point Studios (WPS) photographic archive. Thought to have been 
demolished some time ago, the studio had in fact survived - along 
with an enormous quantity of photographic negatives still inside.

The Rescue Mission

Across several Thursdays (and 
several vehicles), the team 
emptied the building:

• Thousands of slides and 
negatives

• Hundreds of films and over 
600 video tapes

• Decades of ICI 
photography covering 
work, people, events and 
local life

By the final trip, the 
impossible had happened and 
the darkroom was completely 
cleared, and temporary HQ 
(Judith’s bathroom) was full to 
bursting.

A Hidden Time Capsule

A chance remark revealed we might be interested in the contents, 
and thanks to new property owners, Premier Consultancy for quite 
literally clearing a path we were able to get in and rescue this 
wonderful collection. This unexpected find was astonishing: piles of 
negatives, slides, films and contact sheets filling a long-abandoned 
studio. The darkroom area which contained most of the material 
was surprisingly clean and the white gloves were hardly dusty at 
the end of the visits! Items were remarkably well preserved in the 
cool, dark and water-tight room.
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Local History Brought Back to Life

The images reveal everything from children’s Christmas parties 
and long-service dinners to aerial views, factory control rooms and 
long-lost streets. Often the real magic lies in the background detail 
with everyday glimpses of towns that have changed beyond 
recognition. One photo even revealed Judith’s own family in a 
street scene from 1980 found entirely by accident.

What’s Ahead

The rescue is finished, but the cataloguing has only just begun. 
This archive is an extraordinary gift: a vast, visual record of our 
community and industrial heritage. We saved it just in time and 
now continue the work of sharing it.

Boxes and bags of materials now 
in quarantine before processing

An archival photo of Weston 
Point Studios in its glory days

A Monumental Archive

The scale is extraordinary. So far we have:

• 44,000 negatives catalogued
• Over 14,000 images scanned
• Tens of thousands still untouched

A former ICI photographer even suggested we may 
now hold up to half a million negatives. Volunteers are 
working tirelessly to sort, scan and preserve every scrap, 
supported by our bevy of battle-hardened scanners.
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HALTON u3a CELEBRATE 10 YEARS 
WITH A MUSICAL EVENT

Halton u3a celebrated its 10 year founding anniversary at an event 
in the Masonic Hall in Widnes on Saturday 18th October 2025. The 
Mayor of Halton and her consort and Derek Twigg MP attended as 
did many members of the u3a, including 32 who were 
founding members. Gill Russell, representing the NW u3a also 
attended. There was wonderful musical entertainment provided by 
"Connected Voices" whose conductor is Anthony Seaman. Chris 
Lewis, the current Chair of Halton u3a and his wife, Jennifer, who 
have been supporters of Catalyst for over 30 years, were deeply 
involved in organising this event. Diana Leitch attended to 
represent the Catalyst Trustees.

The choir generously decided to donate money from their ticket 
sales to a local charity and they chose Catalyst Science Discovery 
Centre and Museum. We have since received a wonderful donation 
of £500.00.

Both the choir and Halton u3a's efforts are recognised on our 
Interactive Periodic Table where the element Radon has been 
assigned to the choir and the element Einsteinium has been 
assigned to Halton u3a.
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For more than 38 years, the Friends of Catalyst Science 
Discovery Centre and Museum provided valuable 
support to Catalyst. Founded alongside Catalyst in 1987,
the Friends operated as a separate charity and raised 
funds through a small membership subscription. Alex 
Cowan served as the first Treasurer after helping Alderman 
John Collins establish Catalyst, and Patron Peter Gossage was 
among the earliest members.

Membership gradually declined, as seen in many similar groups, 
and by 2025 few members remained. At the AGM on 23 July 2025, 
members voted to formally close the organisation.

Trustee Diana Leitch, a long-standing member, thanked the Friends 
Committee (Bob Roach as Chair, Bill Ireland as Secretary and Alec 
Roach as Treasurer) for their dedicated service. She also thanked 
Chris Lewis and Iain Campbell for attending the funeral of John 
Smith, who had served for many years as Chair of the Friends and as 
a Trustee.

All remaining funds in the Friends bank account have now been 
transferred to Catalyst.

Friends Of Catalyst Science 
Discovery Centre And Museum: 
End Of An Era

Catalyst, a regular attender at the HCC 1stuesday Networking 
meetings, was pleased to host on Tuesday 2nd September where 
Alan Cross talked about “Opportunities in Space”. Many attendees 
had not been to Catalyst before so enjoyed the opportunity to see all 
the activities we do. On Tuesday 2nd December Catalyst staff will be 
attending the Halton Chamber Christmas event at The Heath where 
Steve Rotheram Metro Mayor is the guest speaker. We will have a 
stall to display some of Catalyst’s publicity materials and items to sell 
from our shop. Catalyst is very grateful to Rachael Owen, CEO HCC, 
and her staff for supporting us at all times.

Catalyst Hosts 1stuesday Event
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MAGNATES AND MASTERPIECES
In November 2025 our Heritage Manager, Judith Wilde was invited 
to the launch of John Hilary's book 'Magnates and Masterpieces - 
The German Jewish Collectors of Edwardian Britain’. In this book 
John delves into the collection amassed by Ludwig and Frida Mond 
in their lifetime and he was able to consult our archives for his 
research.
The launch was held at 49 Belgrave Square which is the home of 
Her Excellency Mariana Plaza, Ambassador of the Argentine 
Republic to the United Kingdom. It has been the Embassy since 1936 
and was formerly the home of the Beit family who are also featured 
in the book.

We’re committed to making 
Catalyst a welcoming space for 
everyone. As part of our Equality, 
Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) initiative, 
we’ve introduced sensory bags and 
ear defenders for guests 
who may benefit from
extra support during 
their visit. Sensory bags 
include calming tools 
and resources designed 
to help manage sensory

Enhancing Accessibility at Catalyst
overload, while ear defenders 
reduce noise for a more 
comfortable experience. These 
items are available to borrow 
free of charge at reception.

We are currently 
collecting feedback on 
our sensory bags and 
would appreciate any 
thoughts or comments if 
you happen to utilise this 
resource during your visit!
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Publicity for Catalyst on the Football Field

Catalyst supporter Mrs Jean Hodge, widow of Ralph Hodge CBE, 
former CEO of ICI Chemicals and Polymers Group, has long 
honoured his memory through a sponsored element on our 
Interactive Periodic Table. Recently, she found a new and creative 
way to champion Catalyst across the North West.

Jean has funded a full football kit for the Wirral Primary Schools 
Football Association Girls U11 team, where her great-great niece 
Paige plays. The striking black-and-white strip proudly features 
CATALYST Science Discovery Centre and Museum across the front. 
The team plays in a local girls’ league and travels widely, from the 
Wirral to Stockport and even to national fixtures in Leeds, sharing 
Catalyst’s name wherever they go. We are incredibly grateful to 
Jean for this inventive and generous support.
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Our much-loved dementia café offered a welcoming 
and supportive space for the community, taking 
place on the first Sunday of every month right here in 
our lovely café. This relaxed setting provided a 
valuable opportunity for carers and people living with 
dementia to meet, connect with others facing similar 
experiences and enjoy a variety of games and 
activities. The focus is on companionship, reducing 
isolation and offering comfort.

Dementia Café at the Catalyst



A group of 20 members from 
Merseyside Industrial Heritage 
Society visited on 24th 
September and the Industrial 
Heritage Group of Chester U3A 
visited on 27th November. Both 
had a tour of the building and a 
talk from Diana.
Chester had chosen Diana's talk 
on 'The History of Soap Making 
in Runcorn and Widnes 1803-
1944' and there were lots of very 
useful positive 
comments and 
ideas about their 
visit. Having enjoyed 
their visit and lunch 
in the cafe they are 
all publicising 
Catalyst to families, 
colleagues and other 
U3A subgroups.

Visit of Industrial 
Heritage Groups

Given Catalyst's 
location, heritage 

and collections it is 
an ideal place for 

Industrial Heritage 
Groups to visit.

We hosted nearly 50 sleepovers in 2025, 
with 17 already in the calendar for 2026. 
Additionally, there were over 100 birthday 
party attendees plus their adults, most of 
whom decided to stay and participate in our 
workshops.

Birthdays and Sleepovers
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Community 
News

(Left) Our 
community 
engagement team 
attended the Roy 
Castle Spooky Welly 
Walk charity event 
and delivered 
spooky STEM 
experiments. Roy 
Castle raised 
£78,000 and had an 
attendance of 8000 
people. 

This year, Catalyst 
strengthened community 
engagement through 
collaborative, hands-on 
projects and creative 
initiatives. For the National 
Heritage Lottery Bid (Synergy), 
we co-created resources with 
local residents, ensuring their 
voices were at the heart of 
preserving our heritage.

Runcorn Bridge Linocut by Joan 
Bradshaw of Castle Park Print group

We promoted inclusion and well-being by engaging with 
partners such as Cronton 6th Form College Arts Department, 
Gateway Communities, Well-being Enterprises, Halton Mental 
Health Alliance, and Cultivate.

Amongst other activities, we held a gelli 
plate printmaking workshops in August 
with Castle Park printing, which were quite 
the success, drawing in numerous families 
for a creative and engaging experience. 
Participants had great fun exploring the 
versatile technique of printing using 
flexible gelli plates, resulting in unique and 
vibrant artwork. Some of the works were 
then showcased in our community 
exhibition space, linking science, art, and 
health to provide creative, accessible ways 
for the community to learn and connect.

17



Our Animal Teach workshops in September 
and June brought incredible energy to the 
museum with families exploring together, 
curious questions flying, and unforgettable 
close-up moments with many animals. We’re 
thrilled to keep that momentum going with 
the next free Animal Teach workshop on 
January 31, included with general admission.

The 2025 VIP Bonfire Night 
Fireworks Viewing brought a 
touch of awe to Catalyst! 
Guests enjoyed exclusive 
access to our Interactive 
Gallery and a cozy, front-row 
view of the Halton Borough 
Council fireworks from the 
Observatory, complete with 
food and drinks. It was a night 
of sparkle, comfort, and fun.

Catalyst are now 
part of the Blue 

Light Scheme

We are thrilled to announce that 
we have extended an offer to 
the emergency services, NHS, 
teaching community, and social 
care sector for 10% off all tickets 
(subject to terms). Thanks for 
your service!
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Discover the Science in Your 
Community

In June, we launched our first-ever Community Pricing 
initiative and the response was incredible. We know the cost-
of-living crisis continues to make things harder for many, so 
we’re committed to lowering barriers wherever we can. That’s 
why we’re excited to bring Community Pricing back in 
November and December 2025. During these periods, local 
residents can enjoy full general admission at a reduced rate, 
making it easier and more affordable to experience everything 
the museum has to offer. Whether you joined us in June or 
you’re planning your first visit, we can’t wait to welcome you. 
Mark your calendar and spread the word!
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Get In Touch

0151 420 1121

info@catalyst.org.uk

Mersey Road, Widnes, WA8 0DF

Our Current Patrons include:

Royal Patron, George Windsor, 
Earl of St Andrews

Dame Mary Archer DBE
Dr Tony Bastock OBE
Sir Hugo Brunner KCVO, KStJ
Tom Crotty
Dr Helen Czerski
Steve Elliott
Peter Gossage
Nigel Hirst
R Ian S Meadows OBE DL
Professor David Phillips CBE, FRS
Professor Gill Reid CBE, FRSE
Derek Twigg MP
Hon Dr Paul Zuckerman

Current Trustees include:

Bryan Davies
Stephanie Davies
Hugh Dowding, Chair
Jennifer Hart
Howard Hopwood
Tim Hughes
Councillor Noel Hutchinson
Dr Diana Leitch MBE
Melissa Lord
Dr Mike Pitts
Councillor Kevan Wainwright
Dr Don Westwood
Jay Wiegand

Thanks to our Patrons 
and Trustees
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