
 

 
 
Two Centuries of Stink: Smell Mapping Widnes, Past and Present 
 
Help us document the unique smells of Widnes, a town famous for its stench 
 
Project Background 
 
Also see news on website 
 
With funding from Arts Council England, Catalyst has commissioned world-renowned artist 
and researcher Kate McLean, who has spearheaded the practices of ‘smell-walking’ and 
‘smell-scaping’, to work with our collection and local community to explore the smells, 
scents and stinks of Widnes from the 19th century up to the present day. 
 
Widnes is a town famous for its smell. This project will not only explore how smell links to 
the town’s rich heritage as a place of chemical manufacturing as reflected in our museum, 
but also work with local people to map how the area smells today.  
 
Over recent months, Catalyst and Kate McLean have been working with local people to 
produce memory-based data on smells in Widnes. We asked people what smells they, or 
their families remember, and asked them to describe them and plot them on a map. We got 
fantastic feedback; people told us stories about the bongs and galligu, they described the 
smells of industry, as well as pongs from the river and the scents of the Golden Wonder 
crisp factory. 
 
We are now inviting people living or working in Widnes to contribute ‘nose-first’ data on 
what Widnes smells like today which will be translated into an original series of ‘smell maps’ 
exhibited at Catalyst when we reopen. 
 
Smell Diary Challenge: 7 smells in 7 days 
 
But, we really need your help in documenting how Widnes smells today. We are inviting 
people living or working in Widnes to record 7 smells across 7 days. To take part, all you 
need to do is record a smell every day for 7 days using the questions below. It could be 
smells found in your garden, smells from your window, found in your home, or smells 
encountered on your daily exercise. However, it is vital you follow all government advice: 
maintain social distancing and do not leave your home just to record smells.  
 



 

Daily Questions 
 
Name of smell:  
Location:  
How strong is smell on scale of 1-7 (1 is weak and 7 is unbearably strong):  
How long does the smell last on scale of 1-7 (1 is one sniff and its gone and 7 means it 
lingers forever): 
 
You can send us your results either 
 

 By email to jade@catalyst.org.uk 
 You can Tweet us @CatalystSDC 
 Or you can add your results as comments on our daily Facebook posts at 

https://www.facebook.com/CatalystScienceDiscoveryCentre 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 
 


