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RSC presents Chemical Landmark Award

The Royal Society of Chemistry, the UK Professional Body for chemical scientists, honoured the work of research scientist Charles Suckling and his team by awarding a Chemical Landmark Plaque to Catalyst Science Discovery Centre at a presentation ceremony on Saturday 22nd October.

Whilst working at the ICI General Chemicals Research Laboratories in Widnes, Charles Suckling and his team developed an inhalation anaesthetic called halothane which, between the early 1960s and the 1980s, became the world’s most successful and most used anaesthetic. 

Members of the RSC, trustees, sponsors, friends and local dignitaries were welcomed to Catalyst by Trustee, Dr Jenny Clucas who said “It is a great honour to accept this award on behalf of Catalyst in this, the International Year of Chemistry and I am delighted that Professor Colin Suckling, son of Charles Suckling and his family were able to join us on this special occasion. The breakthrough that the team made here in Widnes, helped to revolutionise surgical procedures across the world and Catalyst will be thrilled to display the blue plaque on the front of the building.”

Professor Colin Suckling delivered a short presentation about the history of halothane, its development in the research laboratories and the subsequent impact that it had on him personally and throughout the medical profession. He said that his father was extremely proud that he and his team were being honoured in this way.

Presenting the award, RSC Executive, Professor Paul O’Brien said “Chemical Landmarks are the Royal Society of Chemistry’s official recognition of historical sites where important chemical breakthroughs have been made and are an RSC initiative to commemorate, emphasise and awaken public interest in historic developments in the chemical sciences. 

Although the actual laboratory where halothane was developed has sadly been demolished the RSC are proud to award the plaque to Catalyst as this building was close to the site and was also used by ICI as the Tower Laboratory.”

The plaque was formally presented to Dr Jenny Clucas before being installed and unveiled by Professor Colin Suckling and distinguished guest, Professor Martyn Poliakoff from Nottingham University and the Royal Society’s Foreign Secretary.
As a tribute to the work undertaken by Charles Suckling and his team, Catalyst has installed a permanent exhibition about anaesthetics, the development of halothane and the impact that it had across the world.  
You can find out more about Catalyst by visiting the website at www.catalyst.org.uk 

ENDS
Note to editors
· Catalyst is an independent charitable trust operated by a board of Trustees and supported by ERDF. For more information contact Meryl Jameson, Marketing Officer at Catalyst Science Discovery Centre, Mersey Road, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 0DF. Telephone 0151 420 1121 or e-mail meryl@catalyst.org.uk
· The Royal Society of Chemistry is the UK Professional Body for chemical scientists and an international Learned Society for the chemical sciences with more than 47,500 members worldwide. It is a major international publisher of chemical information, supports the teaching of chemical sciences at all levels and is a leader in bringing science to the public

Chemical Landmarks are the Royal Society of Chemistry's official recognition of historical sites where important chemical breakthroughs have been made and are an RSC initiative to commemorate, emphasise and awaken public interest in historic developments in the chemical sciences.
Sites that are awarded Chemical Landmark status have either played a major part in the development of chemical science or have seen a development of chemical science that has made a significant contribution to the health, wealth or quality of life of the nation.
A maximum of four Chemical Landmarks plaques are awarded by the RSC per year

· Halothane is still listed in the World Health Organisation’s “Essential Drugs List”, a list of minimum medical needs for a basic health care system.
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